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SUMMARY OF THE RESEARCH FILE FOR THE ANTELOPE 

By Victoria Kiefer, Maritime Archaeologist, Wisconsin Historical Society  

The Antelope was originally constructed as a passenger packet steamer by shipwright Jacob L. 

Wolverton at his shipyard in Newport (Marine City), Michigan in August 1861. It was constructed 

for Eber B. Ward, Esq., and his Ward Line of steamers, plying passengers between Milwaukee 

and Buffalo, New York, opposite the steamer Montgomery. 

The Antelope was 186 feet long, 31 feet in beam (width) and 11 feet in depth, with a carrying 

capacity of 600 tons. 

It began as a triple-decked wooden passenger steamer in 1861 and was converted to a single-

decked wooden lumber steamer in 1869. Then the Antelope was converted once again into a 

single-decked tow barge in 1883 for use in the grain and coal trades, and finally, was re-rigged 

as a schooner-barge in 1893 to be towed by another ship for the transport of coal. 

On October 7, 1897, the Antelope was bound up with a cargo of coal to be dropped off at the 

Ashland Coal Company dock in Ashland, Wisconsin, in tow of the steamer Hiram W. Sibley. 

Hiram W. Sibley’s captain was towing the schooner too fast in the choppy sea, and the thirty-

six-year-old Antelope’s seams opened. The pumps were started, but water came in faster than it 

could be pumped out. It was soon clear that the ship could not be saved. The Antelope’s crew 

transferred to the Hiram W. Sibley and was taken to Duluth, Minnesota. Wreckage of the 

Antelope, including the cabin and other loose material, was sighted by the crew of the schooner 

Gawn off Michigan Island, located near Bayfield, Wisconsin, in Lake Superior. The vessel and 

cargo were valued at $13,500. The ship’s enrollment was surrendered at Port Huron, Michigan, 

on November 17, 1897. 

The Antelope lays imbedded in the lakebed in 300 feet of water, 7.5 miles southeast of Michigan 

Island.  

The location of the wreck was discovered in September 2016 by Ken Merryman, Kraig Smith 

and Jerry Eliason after a six-year search for the vessel. Investigation by ROV from Crossmon 

Consulting, LLC, and the Wisconsin Historical Society was conducted in October 2016. 
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From the Buffalo Daily Courier, Thursday, August 29, 1861  

 

NEW PROPELLER. -- A new and very handsome propeller of 800 tons burthen, named the 

ANTELOPE, made her appearance in our harbor yesterday, and took on her first load of wheat 

from Kellogg & Strong's elevator. She carries about 20,000 bushels of wheat, with a deck load 

of rolling stock, drawing 12 feet of water. Her dimensions are: Length, 300 feet; breadth of 

beam, 30 feet; depth of hold, 14 feet.  

 

The ANTELOPE was built at Newport for E.D. Ward, who we understand, intends to make her 

and the MONTGOMERY, the nucleus of a line of first-class propellers to run between this city 

and Buffalo, without going further up the lakes. Our merchants will promote their own interests 

by giving the line all the encouragement they can. – [Originally published in the Milwaukee 

Sentinel.] 
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For the complete ROVe the Great Lakes curriculum, visit go.wisc.edu/ROVe2.  
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